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Library Receives Seabury Manuscripts 
By Niels H. Sonne, Ph.D. Librarian 


One of the great pleasures and satisfactions of the librarianship 
at the General Theological Seminary is the opportunity to acknowledge 
from time to time distinguished contributions, At the end of 1958 
the library received one of the greatest gifts in its entire history — 
the main body of the extant papers of Bishop Samuel Seabury, This 
collection was given by Mr, Andrew Oliver, a trustee and well proven 
friend of the Seminary. The collection is not strange to the close 
as it was owned by the hishop’s grandson, the Rev. Dr. Samuel Seabury, 
Professor of Biblical Learning from 1862 to 1872, and, in turn, by his ° 
son, the Rev. Dr. William Jones Seabury. Professor of Ecclesiastical 
Polity and Canon Law from 1873 to 1916. At various times, Prof. W. 
J. Seabury drew pieces from the collection and gave them to the 


Seminary. These earlier gifts include the bishop's consecration cer- 
tificate and his concordat with the Church of Scotland, Prof. Seabury 
also leaned heavily on this collection in his hiography of the bishop. 
The papers have been in the library for three years on loan, and a 
_selection from them was exhibited in a fourteen case show in 1956, 
which was seen by many friends of the Seminary. They have now been 
carefully calendared and catalogued and are kept in a fire resi-tint 
cabinet especially purchased for the purpose. 

The Seabury Collection consists of a variety of materials. There 
are approximately two hundred and fifty individual documents dated 
from 17.10 te 1796, with the main concentration in the 1780s and 1790s. 
These documents vary widely in character, from personal papers, 
letters, accounts, receipts, to originals and copies of the essential 
documents in several crucial events in Seabury’s life, There are also 
about forty manuscript sermons. In some instances, sermons are 
written on the blank parts of or directly over letters which are of 
xreater interest than the sermons, There are several bound volumes, 
including the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Convention of New 
York from May 1766 to May 1767; Seabury’s Journal B, 1791-1795 
(Journal A is unlocated) and a sermon by Seabury’s father. There 
are forty printed pamphlets and books and twenty-four issues of 
newspapers with matter of interest for the carcer of the bishop. 

Many of the Seabury documents are of the greatest interest to 
Episcopalians. When Seabury was in Eneland for study and ordina- 
tion in 1753. his father sent him a letter to be delivered to Thomas 
Sherlock, hishop of London, urging a bishop for the American col- 
onies, This letter, foreshadowing the career of the hearer, is in the 
collection. A number, of documents center around Seabury’s peculiar 
father-in-law. This gentleman, among other things, wished to 
recover the cost of maintenance of his daughter from the time of 
‘her mother’s death to her marriage. Seabury, under the pseudonym 
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by Charles Hardy and Henry Moore. governors of New York, and hi 


daughter in distress, who communicated through letters left under a 
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gy of the era. Some of the documents, as well as a folio 
Prayer Book with revisions inscribed in the bishop’s hand, reflect the 
movement towards a new American Prayer Book for use in the newly 


testimonials, introductions, and so forth. Many of the 
independent Church. Many of the correspondents are well known 


papers deal with the transactions which led to Seabury’s consecration 
in Edinbourgh in 1783. Later documents are concerned with 


Church in Jamaica and to St. Pet 
Charles Inglis, William Smith, Jonathan Boucher, among 


When Seabury went to England in 1783, to seek consecration, he 
did so heavily armed with a letter from the clergy of Connecticut. 
Seabury’s career as the first American bishop in a novel political 
and social situation. They reflect a certain tension between the time 
honored conception of the office of bishop in England and the insistent 


demands of American democracy as they manifested themselves in 
figures of Episcopalian history: Thomas Bradbury Chandler, William 


number of official documents of intere 
appointment as Chaplain to the Kin 


“4. W. Fo. was engaged on the loyalist side in a pamphlet controversy = bk 
with Alexander Hamilton. The collection includes five pamphlets in 0 =, : acy 
this important pre-Revolutionary controversy, lwo hy Alexander Ham- 3 a Z i 
ilton and three by Seabury. It also includes papers which conclusively e) # 2 S 
prove that Seabury was “A Westchester Farmer. In consequence of i iS o & ; 
this activity, Seabury was arrested by a raiding party under Captain Fe E Ke ‘Ss g 
Isaac Sears. and the documents include his Memorial to the legislature 3 : 2 = 


of Connecticut requesting release from confinement, There are a 
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stone in the bishop’s yard. One of the most touching letters is dated Bull the Gene my ones 
North Hempstead, February 28, 1790, and addressed to ‘Right Rev- re ee ; ae coe 
erend and dear Sir’ from the bishop’s stepmother, Elizabeth Seabury, Ce ero Tae 
who had married the elder Samuel Seabury about sixty years before. 1 (February, 1959), ppe 2-86 


All in all, this collection is a vital body of documents of the formative 
stage of the American Episcopal Church. 


The value of manuscript collections for the Seminary’s instructional & 58 ees 3 BPDESE SSS 
program has been strongly demonstrated during the present academic me ‘3 S 38 E g Sn °s mee 
year. The re-organization, calendaring and cataloguing operation car- Ba Gd el Si 25 8 Sagres 
tied through last summer has resulted in greatly increased use of £ 2 Fie PS Secmn F825 » 
the library’s manuscript resources. As the graduate program gains Steet Beez soa ‘fs gas 
momentum, and more theses are prepared on historical themes, there es es ES ez KGS aS 3 oon 
will be greater dependence upon this type of material, American é a 4 g 2.8 8 eS son, Aa 3 
seminary libraries, by and large, have defaulted on the responsibility “3 Bp Se g Soe ke OF ee Sf et 
for maintaining the manuscript records of religious personalities and Bb ha g =| 2 oe asc ce Sue F I 
religious bodies. Most exhaustive study must be done in the great é 2A -20 Sb. F 2. ae 
secular research and university libraries, Many important Episco- a8 as Rea o Bes cE sof 
palian figures and Episcopalian topics can only be shofedehiy in- Ree: Be 8 Bon gatas 6-5 
vestigated in libraries outside the jurisdiction of the Church. The bes 22 3 os tee ey Sie See 
librarian of this seminary is the chairman of two committees, one of 8 r CSc Ss ae ‘3 oe a” 22 ee 
the American Theological Library Association, the other of the Ameri- ¥ & 2 = & sa 2% a8 Es ot & 
can Society of Church History, to investigate this topic fully. Mr. as ar BS eee 3S 2 
Oliver’s splendid gift of the Seabury manuscripts is an important 5 as g arise ta) ces 
addition to the Seminary’s resources for the study of the American @ 2 gE» @ & tis aad 
Church in its early years. All members of the Seminary must he “8 Bee ae ee =e F236 
genuinely grateful to Mr. Oliver for this important donation. Pp: E Eee SHE ae g ee & - § % 
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The group of Seabury family portraits recently given to the semi- Bos oa mae y a - ac) ES os is 
nary by Mr. Andrew Oliver is the most notable addition in many ax oS age £ aes ws 5 Se te 
years to the Seminary collection, Of great historical interest to Episco- 3 fe r Se 4 g ae 2 Soo = g 


palians, the paintings include five generations from the first Samuel 
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This remarkable sequence of portraits adds great distinction to 


the main floor of Seabury Hall, and is a fitting memorial of the long 
‘association of the Seabury family with the General Seminary. 


1863. 
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